Data presented in this report are concerned with the results of blood typing of aoudad (Ammotragus lervia), 20 european mouflons (Ovis musimon) and 2 6 0 domestic goats (Capra hircus). The But, on the basis of the data presently available, it is not possible to establish more precisely the evolutionary relationships among the three genera.
Introduction
The aoudad is a member of the tribe Caprini (family Bovidae) and shares affinities with both sheep (Ovis) and goats (Capra) (E LL E RMAN and M ORRISON -SCOTT, I g5 I ; T H E NIUS and H OFF F R , 19 6 0 ; G EIST , 1971 ) . AmmotYagus, together with the more primitive caprine, the Tahr (Hemitragus), also share behavioral and morphologial similarities with the goat antelopes (RupicapYini), from which the caprines most likely evolved (T H E NIUS and HOFFE R , 19 60; GEIST, 1971) .
Anatomically, the aoudad most closely resembles goats (Table I ) . Although characteristically lacking the inguinal, preorbital and pedal glands that are common to Ovis, the aoudad is often referred to by its common name « Barbary Sheep ». The aoudad is unique among sheep and goats in having leggings or chaps of long hair that extend along the anterior surface of the forelegs. It also has a fringe of long hair which extends along the front of the neck to the brisket.
The aoudad is endemic to the mountainous regions of North Africa throughout the Sahara region « south to about 14° near the Niger and through Tchad and Sudan to the Red Sea » (C ORBETT , 197 8 Occasional hybridization between the aoudad and goat has produced offspring that expressed varying degrees of fertility. As a result, some taxonomists have reclassified the aoudad within the genus Capra (ANS!I,I&dquo; I g7 I ; CO RB ETT, I g 7 8). There have been no reports of successfully crossing the aoudad with true sheep (GRAY, 1972) . GEIST ( 1971 ) (BuNCH et al., 1977 ; BUNCH, 1978 (Merrw!r,!, and BAKER, 1977; Vn!,n!z and BUNCH, 1979 ) showing that two normal adult hemoglobin variants can be distinguished in aoudads (Ammotragus), whereas no polymorphism has been observed in the transferrin system. Under the electrophoretic conditions used in this study, it also appears that aoudads (Ammotragus) and goats (Capra) are distinct from each other and from Ovis with respect to differences in electrophoretic mobility of their major variants of transferrin and hemoglobin.
In 
